


Michael Spock was a leader and 
legendary thinker in the movement 
of children’s museums across the 
U.S. His words emphasize why the 
purposeful and intentional service 
Omaha Children’s Museum provides 
to children and their families matters. 
With more than 40 years of service in our 
community, we have made an impact:

•  I remember seeing Claire and Jack 
almost daily in the museum. They’d 
visit with their father, and the time 
was an opportunity for them to bond 
and engage with their dad. Their dad 
has told me: "This is where I watched 
my children develop their social 
skills. Claire learned to take turns 
and Jack gained confidence  
to come out of his shell."

•	
•  It was a delight to have David join 

our staff. I remember when he 
was younger, and he’d visit the 
museum often with his brother and 
grandpa. We eventually learned 
that the boys were being raised by 
their grandparents. Over time, we 
saw David and his brother grow 
cognitively, socially and emotionally. 
We are happy to have him on staff 
today to share his experience with 
our guests.

"In contrast to art and history and science museums, which 
were about something, children’s museums were for somebody. 
In that sense we were a client-centered organization. We were 
for children and their parents, teachers, and other caregivers."
- Michael Spock, Director Boston Children’s Museum 1962-1985

•  Joseph and Bentley are regulars at 
the museum. Joseph is homeless, 
living in a shelter and his son, Bentley, 
is in a foster home with relatives. 
Joseph admits that he has made 
poor decisions in the past, but he’s 
motivated to correct his course 
and bring Bentley back into his life 
permanently. During these supervised 
visits, our team has observed Bentley 
flourish. He’s not quite 4 and the once 
quiet and non-communicative boy has 
come out of his shell. He plays well 
with others and has started to use 
vocabulary expected for his young age. 

•	
Claire, Jack, David, and Bentley. Their 
stories illustrate how the museum 
matters to someone. Omaha Children’s 
Museum is committed to inspiring 
learning, growth, and wonder in someone 
today and every day, whether within the 
museum’s walls or beyond.

Lindy J. Hoyer
Executive Director

Jack and Claire helping raise 
funds at the For the Kids Benefit

Bentley and Joseph spending a 
day together at OCM

David and his brother, next 
to their boyhood selves



OPERATING REVENUE

Admissions

Memberships

Gift Shop, Food & Rides

Programs

Rentals & Events

Operating Revenue Total

CONTRIBUTED REVENUE

Contributions/Grants

Revenue Total

$1,063,958

$1,014,645

$667,550

$290,175

$214,743

$3,251,071

$1,397,714

$4,648,785
2017

2018

2016

2015

Expenses: $4,557,449

Expenses: $4,567,280

Expenses: $4,422,101

Expenses: $3,939,083

Expenses: $3,756,709

Revenue: $4,648,758  Net Income: $91,336

Revenue: $4,722,991  Net Income: $155,711

Revenue: $4,857,762  Net Income: $435,661

Revenue: $4,269,990  Net Income: $330,907

Revenue: $4,060,540  Net Income: $303,831
*2019 financials are unaudited and all 
financials exclude depreciation

331,790
Total Audience 

Served

25%
Visitors Outside

of Nebraska

9,807
Member

Households

1,124
Welcome Fund 

Households

OPERATING EXPENSES

Payroll/Benefits

Utilities, Maintenance & Insurance

Exhibits & Programs

Sales Taxes & Fees

Cost of Goods Sold

Other Operating Expenses*

Total Operating Expenses*

Net Operating Income*

$2,627,862

$426,143

$322,292

$272,503

$218,275

$690,374

$4,557,449

$91,336

309,268
Annual Onsite 

Attendance



Omaha Children’s Museum is 
a safe space for the smallest 
community members and their 
families. Through our access 
programs like Partner Schools 
and the Welcome Fund, we’ve 
made it as easy as possible for 
children to learn and play in an 
environment that welcomes 
them with open arms. These 
programs provide free field 
trips and programs for schools 
and subsidized memberships 
for qualifying families.

Conducting 
experiments 
during the 
Color and Light 
Science Show

This past year, we 
formed a partnership 
with Omaha Public 
Libraries, Council 
Bluffs Public Library, 
and Carter Lake Public 
Library. More than 6,600 
individuals visited the 
museum, at no charge 
to them, because of it, 
making the museum 
more accessible to a 
wider audience of library 
cardholders.

"Thank you for letting us

play and learn science! I loved being 

there because I love science and having fun! 

We love you and appreciate you!" 

       
Love, Nuvia



We’ve built exhibits that excite wonder, 
allowing children to explore their 
futures. Whether they were engineering 
a LEGO racecar in Attic Adventures, caring 
for a unicorn in Enchanted Kingdom, 
or carefully uncovering fossils in 
the massive dig site in Diggin’ Dinos, 
the museum creates an unmatched 
environment for creativity. Annual 
family events like Tinkerfest and 
Worldfest allow for more opportunities 
to develop skills and learn about 
families all over the world.

Decoding the codex 
in Attic Adventures

"That was the awesomest day of my life. I love the children's museum!"
Cole

Learning to write Chinese 
characters at Worldfest

Dancing with the 
Tinkerfest Boogie Bot

Employees from Baxter 
and Metropolitan 

Community College help 
kids take apart a car at 

Tinkerfest



Creating
Bailey has cerebral palsy and 
is non-verbal, but there was no 
mistaking how special Fairytale 
Ball was for her. She had the 
biggest smile all night long. 
Bailey attended the ball thanks 
to a museum’s first partnership 
in 2019 with Cops and Kids, a 
program where Omaha Police 
Officers accompany sick or 
disabled children and their 
families to special events.

"The Children's Museum is 

the best place for families to go

in Omaha. It is a place where you can play 

with your family. I played with my mom

and dad, my brother and my big sister.

I feel happy spending time with my family. 

People should go to the children's

museum and have a great family time!"

            
       Love, Bianca

            
       age 7

A visit to the 
museum is a chance 
to make memories, 
whether you meet 
a princess or not. 
Moms even got their 
own night to make 
memories with 
their friends during 
Mom’s Night Out.



Our team continuously works to 
improve the guest experience and 
to challenge each other to grow. In 
2019, the museum set some large 
goals, including publishing our first 
children’s book Tabitha’s Tale and 
completely renovating the outdoor 
exhibit, the Grass Patch. The team 
also created an all new special 
event, the Royal Highland Ball. 

We forged new partnerships and 
strengthened our existing ones. The 
museum’s education department 
partnered with the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha School of Health and 
Kinesiology and UNO Athletic Training in 
January to present educational and fun 
activities focusing on sports and science 
in the Super Sports: Building Strength, 
Sportsmanship & Smarts exhibit.
The museum also built upon its 
relationship with the Rotary Club of 
Omaha to recruit more volunteers to read 
to classrooms during the annual Read 
For The Record event. In November, OCM 
staff members and Rotary volunteers 
read Thank You, Omu to 1,776 people. Above, 
Brad Burkland, past president of the 
Rotary Club of Omaha, reads to students 
at Chandler View Elementary.



For 40 years, the largest fundraiser for the 
museum, For The Kids Benefit, has raised funds to 
support the museum. On May 4, Big Hats for Big 
Dreams: A Southern Soiree was held. Event chairs 
were Kelly Jeffreys, Suzanne Turek, and Brooke 
Wegner led by president Carolyn Sutton. The event 
raised over $305,000 and was coordinated by the 
Rainbow Connectors Guild.
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A Fond Farewell
We said goodbye to three 
board members in 2019: Marty 
Beerman with Children’s 
Hospital and Medical Center, 
Todd Heistand with NuStyle 
Development, and Matt Mosser 
with Gallup. These members 
brought valuable strengths 
to the leadership of Omaha 
Children’s Museum.
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Twice a year, we recognize staff 
members who best exemplify 
one of the core values at Omaha 
Children’s Museum. In 2019, we 
awarded Value Awards to:

Growth
David Nelson and Emma West

Respect
Hillary Saalfeld and Tim Benson

Well-Being
Charlotte McGuire and Tara Case

Fun
Mary Slater and Thomas Miller



$10,000+
American Muslim Institute
Campbell Family Foundation
Bill Cenovic
Michelle and Ed Chartrand
ConAgra Brands Foundation
Cox Communications
Dorothy B. Davis Family Foundation
Douglas County Board of Commissioners
First National Bank of Omaha
Fred and Eve Simon Charitable Foundation
Frontier Bank
Gallup
Gilbert M. and Martha H. Hitchcock Foundation
Andi and Donald Goldstein
Carmen and John Gottschalk
Hawks Foundation
Holland Foundation
Iowa West Foundation
Kiewit Corporation
Koetter Woodworking Inc.
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Lozier Foundation
Mammel Foundation
Methodist Health System
Mutual of Omaha
Oriental Trading Company
Parker Family Foundation
Stacey and Roy Patterson
Patterson Family Foundation
Richard Brooke Foundation
Robert B. Daugherty Foundation
Runza National
Streck Inc
Sunderland Foundation
The Sherwood Foundation
Vic Gutman & Associates
Weitz Family Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Autism Action Partnership
Bridges Trust
Burlington Capital
Creighton University Athletics
DMSi Software
Douglas County Farm Bureau
Downtown Omaha Inc.
Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. Criss Memorial Foundation
Election Systems and Software
Fun Services
Gilbert C. Swanson Foundation
Megan and David Hawk
HDR, Inc.
Julie and David Hefflinger
Heider Family Foundation
Ike and Roz Friedman Foundation
Julie Morsman Schroeder Foundation
Susan and Mike Lebens
Jodie Mackintosh
Nebraska 811
Nebraska Machinery Company
Omaha Sports Commission
Omaha Steaks

Pella Windows and Doors of Omaha and Lincoln
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
Rainbow Connectors Guild
Robert Herman Storz Foundation
Rotella’s Italian Bakery
Scheels
Seline Family Foundation
Shirley and Leonard Goldstein Supporting 
Foundation
Summit Dental
Todd and Mary Heistand Family Foundation
Union Pacific Railroad
Valmont Industries, Inc.
Anna Venditte
Anne and Arnold Weitz
Willis A. and Janet Strauss Fund

$1,000 - $4,999
Emily and Trent Allen
Laura and Michael Alley
Anne and Andrew Arther
Bay Family Foundation
Jane and Marty Beerman
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska
Beth and Matt Breunsbach
Maggie and Helmut Brugman
Erica and Aaron Bryant
Jennifer and Tony Buda
Carson Wealth Management Group
CBRE-Mega
Centris Federal Credit Union
Certified Transmission
Roberta and Phillip Christensen
CIT Bank
Coca-Cola Refreshments
Kelly and Russell Collins
Aimee and Trent Demulling
Jisella and Timothy Dolan
Dr. Pepper Snapple Group
Dundee Bank
Pam and David Duzik
Brynn and Brandon Elwood
Farm Credit Services of America
Five Points Bank
Futuramic’s Clean Water Center
Nicole and Sam Garden
Kathy and Gary Gates
Karen and Cal German
Google Data Center
Ellie and Ryan Grace
Elizabeth and Paul Grieger
Catherine and Kevin Grosshans
Roberta Wilhelm and Vic Gutman
Hagel Real Estate, LLC
Deena Hamilton
Heartland Scenic Studios
Home Instead Inc.
Lindy J. Hoyer
Hy-Vee
Sheri and Steven Idelman
Jackson Lewis P.C.
JH Designs
Jim and Shirley Young Family Foundation
Vernie and Carter Jones
Koley Jessen Attorneys

Stephanie and Jack Koraleski
Kutak Rock
Melissa and Tyler Laflin
Liz and Tim Langan
Karen and James Linder
Sydnie and Chase Luther
Lutz & Company, PC
M.R. Metzger Family Foundation
Sarah and Tony Macdissi
Rachel and Rob Maglinger
McCarthy Capital
Amy and Shaun McGaughey
Ashley and Matt McMahon
Mercury Omaha
Meristem Family Wealth
Metropolitan Utilities District
MGI
Moglia Family Foundation
Jennifer and Patrick Moylan
Nebraska Arts Council
Nebraska Educational Savings Trust (NEST)
Nebraska Medicine
Kimberly and Jimmy Nolan
NorthStar Foundation
Omaha Storm Chasers
Pape Family Foundation
Sandy and David Parker
Pinnacle Bank
Pottawattamie County Community Foundation
Precision Glass and Glazing
Premier Midwest Beverage Company
Quail Distributing
Quality Refrigerated Services
Rainbow Child Care Center
RDG Planning and Design
Rebensdorf Family Foundation
Zachary Ritchey
Carol and Rick Russell
Scooter’s Coffee National Headquarters
Security National Bank
Colette and Quinn Siner
Donald Smith
Sarah and Jason Steele
Carolyn and Chase Sutton
Kari and Brandon Tauber
Tenaska
The Fred and Sally Bekins Foundation
Travel and Transport
UltraAir, LLC
University of Nebraska Omaha
Webster Family Foundation
Kimberly and Joshua Weiss
Werner Enterprises
Kristie and Sherman Willis
Jennifer and Clay Wulf
Emily and Cameron Young

$500 - $999
Jacquelyn and Scott Alexander
Jenny Backhuus
Pam and Dick Berry
Borsheims Fine Jewelry and Gifts
Ellen and Dean Carlson
Adriana Cisneros Basulto and Josh Norton
Lisa and Branden Collingsworth
Kiley Eccker

Engles, Ketcham, Olson, and Keith
First Nebraska Credit Union
Beverly and Randall Greer
Sally and William Hanley
Kim and Joe Hefflinger
Shannon and Adam Herink
Megan and Michael Hoch
Husch Blackwell
Becky and Dan Jackson
Kelly and Jason Jeffreys
Julie and Al Renken Foundation
Kate and Ben Knowles
Margo Rosen and Paul Landow
Theresa and Dale Mackel
Caroline and Daniel McLaughlin
Susan and John McMannama
Laci and Bruce Naber
Omaha Downtown Rotary Club Foundation
Brienn and Jason Parker
Ashley and Brandon Rich
Rose Blumkin Foundation Inc.
Carolyn and Cortland Silliman
SilverStone Group
Jamie and Cory Skoumal
Regan and Todd Smith
State Farm Insurance
Suzanne and John Turek
Vala’s Pumpkin Patch
Krystal and Nicholas Wegner
Brooke and Aaron Wegner
Leora and Matthew Werner
Molly and Ryan Zabrowski

$100 - $499
Patrick and Mallory Anderl
Carolyn Anderson
Baby Maestro
Amy and John Bailey
Gina and JJ Bartlett
Creighton Bassett and Leigh Sutton
Jennifer and Tim Benson
Carrie and Robert Bertellotti
Joyce and Steven Black
Carol and Steven Bloch
Amanda and Ryan Blumkin
Colleen and Brian Bock
Alexis Boulos
Bungalow/8 Hairdressing
Jaime and Michael Burke
Seirra and Tom Burt
Jeffrey Cannon
Catherine and Juan Cano
Bobbie Carlson
Sara and James Casler
Central States Indemnity Company of Omaha
Beth and Charles Chevalier
Jacqueline and Adam Christensen
Clara’s Closet
Kimara and Kevin Clark
Sam Cohen
Amanda and Andy Dana
Brandon and Lauren Dana-Fleharty
Mary and Hal Daub
Traci and Judd Davies
Marcia Davies and Kennard Davies
Nicki and Brody Deren
Alicia and Jon Dittenber
Kelly and Nicholas Djernes
Shannon and James Dombrowski
Andrea and Joe Dorsey
Sarah Dukich
Krystle and James Duncan
Laura and Matthew Enenbach
Brittany and Daniel England

Maureen and Steve Ereckson
Amber and Brian Fahey
AnnMarie and Andrew Fereday
Flatiron Cafe
Mary Beth and Joe Foral
Melissa and Daniel Gaffney
Andrea and David Gammel
Kristen and Joseph Gelber
Kristine and Jared Gerber
Ethan Goff
Jeri and Terry Goodkind
Lisa and Matt Gravelle
Michele Greenwood and Patrick Greenwood
Marla and John Grose
Anne Hefflinger
Anne Hellbusch
Johna and Alex Henery
Shannon and Joshua Hite
Shari Hofschire
Mary and Thomas Holley
Ashley and Clark Horgan
Karen and Randy Horn
Stephanie and Paul Jarrett
Erin and John Kamp
Sally and Ken Kampfe
Anne Karabon and Ande White
Shiree and Jeremy King
Julie and Matt Kizer
Jenny and Andrew Kleiber
Sarah and Beau Konigsberg
Elaine and Kevin Langel
Laura and Ben Larson
Carolyn Law
Rita and Michael Leehy
Jill and Mark Lookabill
Laura and Michael Luther
Suzanne and Michael Macaulay
Terri and Jack McDonnell
Sharon and Patrick McNeil
Shannon and PJ McNeil
Bethany Meek
Robert Mehaffey
Elizabeth and John Menicucci
Alyssa and Brent Michels
Sarah and Austin Millsap
Tamara Morford-Smith and David Smith
Darlene and Randell Mueller
Regan and Gary Muhs
Joani and Michael Mullin
Kathleen and Jeffrey Neary
Nosh Resturant and Wine Lounge
Anna and James Nubel
Ilka Oberst and Gary Marshall
Deidre and Andy Ochsner
Jacob Orand
Matt Orand
Emily and Eric Oxley
Kim and Matthew Pape
Kate and Dan Parker
Julie and John Petr
Lanelle Poole
Meghan and Michael Potthoff
Jonas Pultinevicius
Beth and Joey Raper
Debra Romberger
Carol and Lee Rowe
Katie and Miguel Sagrero

Barbara and Daniel Scanlan
Teresa Schmidt
Molly and Toby Schropp
Anne and Bruce Shackman
Robecka and Jeffrey Sharp
Amber and Steve Sheppard
Aveva and Marty Shukert
Marie and Lee Simmons
Sarah and Michael Smith
Kellie and Spencer Southwell
Tina and Ben Spatz
Pam and Jim Specht
Rhonda and Matthew Streit
Natalie and Mike Stuntz
Emily Suarez
Talia and Jeff Swanson
Joanna and Keith Swanson
Ted and Wally’s Ice Cream
Lindsay and Chad Tettenborn
The Marriott Downtown
Jen and Zack Topping
Heather and Andres Torres
Kathleen and Joshua Turner
Gretchen and Steven Twohig
Urban Air Adventure Park
Chris Van Long
Keeli and Mike Vrbicky
Janelle and Brian Ward
Brenda and Kevin Wichman
Karen and Brett Wilmeth
Melanie and Nick Wilwerding

Thank you to the individuals 
and groups who donated their 
time in 2019, including:
Junior League of Omaha 
Farm Credit Financial Services
Creighton University Students of 
Occupational Therapy (CUSOTA)
Alpha Phi Omega from Creighton 
Girl Scouts Nebraska 
UNO Signature Service Days 
Spec Pro Inc.
Reignin’ Royalty Social Club
Inter City Social Club
Papillion LaVista High School
Westside High School 
AAA Ultimate Pawn 
Great Western Bank 
Central High School 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Central High School 
TD Ameritrade 
Metropolitan Community College 
Baxter Auto Group
Heroes for Heroes 
O Comic Con 
Spielbound
501st Legion
Ne’tra Vhipir Clan  
501st Central Garrison 

In Memorium of
Art Davidson
Larry Kavich
Joyce Cohen
Beverly Gendler

In Honor of
Nancy Greenberg
Amelia Dolan
Linda Luttbeg

Mark Erman
Sandra Belgrade
Harriet Singer
Charlie Wier
Kathryn G. Brumm


